In the spring 20078, one year after his mduction
e the Fock and Boll Hall OF Fame and 0 cele-
brated mowe back home o Memphis, the public
persena of Isaac Hayes is surging forward with &
momeenmom usuelly associared with teen popsnars
amd visiring rovalry. In fecr, Hayes & resideny roy-
alry for more tham o decade, @ coronmred King of
the Ads coastal discrict of Ghana in western
Afmica where he is & member of the Boyal Family.
Insecad of & palace; be built an B0 squase oo
educntional fecility chrough his Ismac Hapes
Foundatson (THFF}. He is most cerainly the andy
Eing on earth with an Oscar, Grammy aavards,
Bl gold recomds, his voece on am ondmated o
scrics, a radio show, rwo restaurants, 1 besr-selling
poskbook, and top secret barbeooe saaces.

In Memphis, his fve-hour mighely radio shif
o WHEBO Soul Classics 103.5 FM is scill che # 1=
rated show in torwn in 7t third year on the air. The
wity has eabozn 10 8 new slogan: “Memphds: Hoane
of the Blues, Birthplace O Rock 'n Eoll,” undar-
seored by the Smithsonians Memphis Rock 1
Boul Muncum just off Beale Screer, the imstinu-
fion™ fbrst  permanen: exhibmiom  oucside
Washmgtom, DC, and Mew York, On Moy 2nd,
Hayes presided over the opening day ceremenies
ol Soulsville, the Stax Museumn of Amersmn Snal
Music; a §20 million redevelopmaent projece. It is
located ot a legendary sddress, 026 Eosr
MilLemoee Avenue, the revimlized origingl sie of
the record company where Hayes gor his stan =
1963, He has slso been an imegral fundraiser
(and consciousness missr) an behall of the S1ax
Music Academy nexn doos, a facilay where he snd
others will develop and teach funsre Memgiliis
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Hack an “ERLCY, you'ne hkely to hear a mamber
From one of Use stars of Omly The Strong Survive
Miramax}, which premicred on May Och, DAL
Fennchaker's dooumentary Gim cribuce o Flayes
aid his contemporanes induding Sam Moors [of
Sam & Davel; Bofus & Carla Thomas, Jerry
Baitler, William Bell, Wilson Pickeir, ared athers
Hay tumed and you might hear a wrack from [gae
Haver Ar Bamax (StaxFanmasy), an hour-long
CD of unreleased muses from 1972% hismork
eancert mowvie event. The sew G was Baued in
April im advance of the 3y anniveraary reslora-
tion af the film which opencd on June Ak,
Airastax T ."T_rxrm.l' Edanon (Sopy Picturcs
Riperiory). It was puss rhres peiss aga ahien che
new Shalt mvovie soumdirack was releascd, atur-
g Hayes" *Shafi 200}0" theimse, on the eve of the
b anniversary  of the pranddaddy  of
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BElasgplaitaizon films.

Mol Far ameay Trom the radia sestion, over in the
Frabudy Fhee Entertaimpen: Comer o block
fram Beale Street, Hives hiolds forth oa o regular
Eadas i che centrally located "Cremners Booth' of
kis acdximed restarant, Isasc Elayes Aduasic-
Feod-Fassion (o parmership with Lifesiyles of
Memphis). He often performs with whoesver's on
the bandstand chere, or ar the sisser rescaurant of
the samss name up in Chicegn, which i lncared on
Morth Clark Siree in the wrendy Biver Norh sec-
tian. The best in S misic, real home soyle cook-
ing {barbeque nbs shipped overnight anywhere i
thie counary!), bats of [saac Hayes memocabilia mo
aaech the eye, and select drep-ins and perfoem-
anpes by Hayes end many of his celebriny friends
hme made the restxuranes wildly pogualar.

Doors awny from hoah restvaranis = a busy
Isanc Hayes Cooks & Wares siofe, where you can
pick up Ms. Pearli= Bilss' larewr svoce creatinm,
or the double-bailer needed 1o prepene & bacch ol
Chocodate 5|:I|I.'l. Bals ar soime, pecorching o dhe
recipe in Cooking %ith Heart & Soul: Making
Blusic_in ihe Birchen with Family sod Friends.
The surchisgraphics]l cookbock, publashed by
r'hﬂﬂ'l-llﬂ-L"l-'l'll'llﬂ'l and reex iy WE thied printag, is
i Creasury -I:If]'h:l’h'll'.i'. memeers and recpes, nid
just the aurhos’s Bavorires bar also athers from
such friends as [ohn Travolo (Flamburger Kovale
With Cheesa), Lisa Marie Presley (Banana
Fudding), Wesley Saipes (Fum-Glazed Cornish
Hens With Apple-Sourdough Smaffingy - and
Cheed, the imrepressible ladies man, dispenser of
wisdharm, und woice of mischisf and higher learm-
ing on South Park.

200% §x the zevemth zeamon on cehle ™'
Comedy Cenral thar Chel is cooking up scheme
after echeme on Sowth Parke He B the perfect
aher ego for Flayes and provided hem with & solid
#l szingle in England back in ‘96, when
*Chocolare Saly Balls (P25, 1 Love You)™ became
e flagship hi for Sl Al The Sounk Pack Al
[Columbin). Since then, Haves has eseablishicd
himaelf as ke familine vnice off Mickebodeans
*Mick Ar Hie® program block, A the same time,
2002 marked his sivth and final vear om Mew
Woak's KIS5-FM in the moming, the ciry's wop-
raced Uehian redie shose since "26 - the same PCAT
Hi.!,lt'ﬁ conimbured “an Coal CGed™ 1o tae
Hieaass and Hog-Hiad Do Americes movie sourkd-
reack, L ampdne knows o thing or two about bridg-
mE bodh sides al the peneralicon pap, @t is Tsaac
Hayss

SOULSVILLE

I=ac Hayes was born in the nurel poverty of a
sharecropper's family om Auguer 20, 1942, in
Covingion, Tennesses, shour thirry maes soarh ol
Memphis. Orphared in nfancy, he and his smer
Willzrre were raised up by thewr maernal granc-
parenas; Willie and Rushis  Addic-Mae Wade
Th-!:.- insrilled lowe in Hayes Tog the gangle pleas-
ures ab counery Lile, =We raised our don foeds,”
bee says, “we raised most of our crops, we had cat-
He, we el pock, Char corm was ground at ibe griss
il &l wee Bad molasses at the sorghums mill, A
§ack of Nour would last scvemal monchs, My
grandmaber sl a o4 of canmng, preparing food
Bl pulting it wp in the winter. 8y prancdfaiher
il po huanting and brng m 3 bunch of mbbais,
i0 W were ol When we ame o the oty of
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."l-‘l.-ltll.'rlpj'l.i.".. we didn't have amything to Ccamgsanre it
[

Memphis was suppossd [0 meprosent new
apparrunicy, and it A for awhdle, as the T-year
okl sw hie fiear supermarkel anc enjoyed bis frse
Pogisicle, and grawlfaler [ound work 2t 2 coma-
t Fctary. But seem his bealth failed, he became
disabled, and when Haves was 11, hs grandinther
diedl. “That™s whesn we really fell on hard climes,”
Hapes remembers, “when 1 staned doing the
agriculmacal work like picking ootton.” Irnoically,
has atately hame todey in East Memphis loaks om
o s same Gekds where cotion grew Sor near-
Iy Faas {emlucics, As & younpster be ran errands,
cul Lo, delmered groceries and wood oo homes
for fuel, cleanad bricks for rwo cents apaece, and
shinied shoes an Beale Street.

Laster o, warking as 2 bus boy snd dichwaihsr
af ® reslaurant, “omne day it was kinda slow and 1
1kl the eook, T been narching you, lemime do g
hoddop.” And he said, ok, come oo do iz’ 5o 1 pee-
pared an arefull hot deg, sosck i ap i e wan-
dow, tapped the bell and stepped hack, watchead
the waitress deliver #t. cthe guy ae &, amd @ was
cal. | smarted doing some cacfish, some ham-
burger steak; and the puy loved it 1 evemmally
began domng a bivle shon order cook srufl.”

Tz an adodescent, the poverty was stifling: com
hined with the sell-consGousness broaght on by
pisherty, belicving he wasn't dressed sharp
ernsiph o atiract the gicls, Hoves secredvy
diepped oull ol Mamesses High School. After s
weeks, a delegation of teachers orrved ar the
BEaize and 1ald his grandmoiher the news. ® o,
1 relr kg 1 hadd gome through the floar, bu they
faud, “Thig yeaing mEn has too much o offer, we
cannol aflomd 16 bose ham”™ The teachers gathe
ered ther band-me-down clothes for Hayes, who
rescdved B gtick it oot and gee his dipboma. The
experimmn lefi an indelible mark on bim far life,
angd Hayes” dedication to lisemcy, education and
t=ackang infligines is an owtgrowth of whar those
teachers did for him. Years buer; when che Smane
LH Tenneises honored him with a marker, Hayes
chiose 0 place # &t Manassas High.

Hawn sang in chuardh since mge five, bur
soppd when his voice cracked in adolescence,
Years laver, "when [ sarced bock singing. my
vaice was in the basement." He was persuaded by
he high schoal puidance counselar i eneee 4 1al-
ent showm;, singing “Locking Beck,” Nu Kag
Code™s 1955 hir, “When [ fngshesd, the louss s
an fis feer, man, and [ was 3 hie” Creerpaght the
girls, even thiose a couple of grades shead, wen:
sending lanch ivvmamane. “Canrcer change! 5o [
staried pursuing music bg dme.”

Huz jaingd tha school band and kearned o play
sgxopfione Fom Lucian Coleman (beother of
hand-bopper Georpe Coleman). Haves sang
pospel with a group dalled the AMoming S,
gles-wap witls Sir [saac & the Doo=Dads, the Teen
Tansgs, and the Ambassadors, even some iz with
the Hem Branmch hoose band ar Corry's Club
Tropicana cut in nomb Memphis. He soaned
plaring sax and singing bBluss with Calwin
Yalemime and The Swing Cars, and dodng prosn
dates wich The Missibes He rook o criah conirse
learning pinmo by lmerally faking v foe the firs
time on a Mew Yers Fve R&H job oar the
Southern Chulb with el Souary, “ecause 1 aead-
cd the money”



